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7B:
The judges panel at the professional couples finals of the World Salsa Open Final in Puerto 
Rico. St. Maarten judge Paula Daal-Doño is second from right. 

Islands

  “It is important to take 
into account the fact that 
we had a crime peak in May 
and June 2014, and these 
figures have not been in-
cluded in the report,” said 
De Witte. “In July it qui-
etened down again, which 
is common for the month 
of July.
  “Of course, the Police 
Force responded immedi-
ately to the rise. All uni-
formed colleagues were 
sent out to patrol the 
streets, increasing the vis-
ibility of the police. An 
action plan was put into 
place to stop all traffic and 
conduct vehicle checks im-
mediately after a more se-
rious offence. It was this 
action that led to the im-
mediate arrest of two of the 
three robbers at the recent 
jewellery robbery on Front 
Street [at Bedazzled Gems 
– Ed.].
  “Thirdly, extra traffic 
controls were instated. As 
a result of those, the third 
robber of that offence was 
caught, as well as suspects 
for a number of other of-
fences.”
  Something else to be tak-
en into account is that the 
crime figures are based on 
reported crimes.
  “Not all crimes are report-
ed to the police,” De Witte 
said. “There is a grey area 
of crimes that take place, 
but that are never reported. 
At the moment, we are in 
the process of researching 
how we can better ‘colour-
in’ those grey areas. We 
would like to have a better 
insight of how many crimes 
actually occur. The Com-
munity Police receive a lot 
of information, but we can 
only use reliable informa-
tion to determine crime 
figures.”
  In the report based on 
the first four months, fig-
ures for so-called “ability 
offences,” such as burglar-

ies, robberies, car thefts 
and auto vehicles all had 
come down. The only ex-
ception is general theft of-
fences, which are estimated 
to reach 468 by the end of 
the year, as opposed to 
380 offences last year. The 
number of thefts had been 
coming down steadily since 
2010, when there were 462 
offences, and has now gone 
back up.
  Life crimes are expected to 
remain the same, with mur-
ders estimated as three, the 
same as in 2013, and the es-
timate for attempted mur-
der up to 15 for 2014, one 
up from the actual figure 
of 14 last year. However, as 
these offences are generally 
fewer in number, and there 
is no correlation between 
cases, it is difficult to pro-
vide an estimate based on 
the first four months of the 
year.
  So far, there has been one 
murder in the first quar-
ter, on which the figures 
were based. The victim was 
a young woman who was 
caught in a shoot-out be-
lieved to have been aimed 
at her partner, who was in 
the car with her. There has 
been one murder in the 
second quarter, which led 
to the death of a man after 
a beating in Dutch Quarter.
  With regard to “offences 
against physical integrity,” 
which is assault in various 
forms, “overt violence” is 
estimated to rise from eight 
offences in 2013 to 12 of-
fences in 2014. The actual 
figures between 2010 and 
2013 have gone up and 
down between eight and 14 
offences. Threats are esti-
mated to rise to 201 offenc-
es from the actual figure 
of 174 in 2013. However, 
there were 219 offences 
constituting threats in 2012.
  Maltreatment is expected 
to continue its rise up to 
237, as opposed to the fig-

ure of 225 for 2013. A big 
rise in that type of offence 
took place when it went up 
from 148 offences in 2011 
to 210 in 2012.
  Mistreatment with a weap-
on is expected to continue 
its downward trend and ag-
gravated assault is expected 
to rise from five cases in 
2013 to six in 2014.
  Sexual offences always 
have been difficult to docu-
ment, because it is believed 
that many sexual offences 
are never reported to the 
police. As with the murder 
cases, it is difficult to give 
an estimate based on small 
figures.
  There appears to be an 
increase in rape cases, with 
an estimated 16 cases com-
pared to only seven report-
ed cases in 2013. However, 
in 2012 there were 13 cases. 
Sexual assaults are estimat-
ed at four, the same figure 
as in 2012. In 2013 there 
were seven cases.
  Sexual intercourse with a 
child under the age of 16 
is expected to come to two 
cases, compared to no cas-
es in 2013 and six in 2012. 
Based on the trend in the 
first four months, there will 
be no cases of sexual inter-
course with a child under 
the age of 12.
  Fornication offences, 
which are cases of sexual 
touching, are expected to 
reach a figure of 10, twice 
as many in 2012. The figure 
varied between four and six 
from 2010 to 2013.
  With sexual offences, the 
figures can be influenced 
by the fact that one perpe-
trator sometimes commits 
offences against multiple 
victims. The arrest of sports 
coach E.Y., who is accused 
of sexual offences against 
multiple minors that took 
place within the period of 
the report, is an example of 
this.
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CRIME FIGURES...

PHILIPSBURG--History 
was made at the World 
Salsa Open Final in Puerto 
Rico last weekend, when 
St. Maarten representa-
tive Paula Daal-Doño was 
selected to be one of the 
judges for the main event: 
the finals for professional 
couples. 
  “This was the first time 
St. Maarten was repre-
sented at this international 
competition. The fact that 
St. Maarten was on the 
judges’ list for the main 
event means a big impact 
was made during the week 
of the competition. I have 
been going to Puerto Rico 
since 1999. You hardly see 
new faces judging the finals. 
It’s very hard to qualify for 
this position based on the 
high standards the organiz-
ers set,” said Daal-Doño.
  “It was an honour to be sit-
ting next to five other judg-
es which are world famous 
salsa stars. They came from 

Italy, Panama, USA and 
two from Puerto Rico,” 
Daal-Doño explained.
  A total of 10 salsa profes-
sionals, who are certified 
and tested judges, were 
asked by the Salsa Open 
organization to judge in 
this year’s competition.
  The competition consisted 
of nine categories, which all 
counted three elimination 
rounds. Judges for the finals 
in the different categories 
were selected based on their 
performance during the en-
tire competition.
  “No one knows beforehand 
who judges which competi-
tion; not even the judges. 
The president of the com-
petition informs the judges 
right before the start of the 
competition. Then the an-
nouncer presents the judges 
and the countries they rep-
resent to the audience.
  “The finals were watched 
online by an estimated 
600,000 people, so this has 

been a great promotion 
for St. Maarten. Its name 
is becoming more known 
to Salsa lovers worldwide,” 
Daal said.
  The competition in Puerto 
Rico had 354 competitors, 
most of whom were winners 
of national competitions 
while the rest were from 
countries that do not have 
an accredited “Salsa Open” 
competition.
  More than 4,000 people at-
tended the event. Some of 
the countries and island ter-
ritories represented include: 
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, 
The Canary Islands, Co-
lombia, Guadeloupe, Chile, 
Romania, Spain, France, 
French Guiana, Italy, Mex-
ico, Portugal, Puerto Rico, 
India, Uruguay and Ven-
ezuela. 
  “I really want to thank the 
honourable minister Patri-
cia Lourens-Philip for her 
support and giving me the 
opportunity to represent St. 
Maarten at this year’s com-
petition,” Daal concluded.
  A replay of the competi-
tion it is available online at 
www.salseroboricua.net.


